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he unqualified support 
of the United States pre­
sident, Mr Bill Clinton, 
for Mr Boris Yeltsin's 

assumption of special powers 
on Saturday and the similar 

< i chorus heard from other 
Western leaders are unfortuna­
te signs of the paranoia regard­

ing the possible reemergence 
. of communism as a powerful 
• force in Russia. It is argued 
..only Mr Yeltsin can prevent 

the rise of communism or Russi­
an nationalism and the recurr­
ence of East-West tensions. 

_ • This opinion is ill founded, 
- the measures are shortsighted 
and all sides display a poor 

- sense of the folly of Mr Yelt­
sin's absolutism, a lack of 
regard for Russia's future or 

, for the well being of its 
democracy. Even Mr Yeltsin is 
more lukewarm about his 

' "regulations" than the West. 
It is clear it is Mr Yeltsin who 

is responsible for Russia's con­
stitutional crisis. He is well 
aware his exceptional powers 
as president were not intended 
to last beyond December 1, 
1992. His authority over legisla­
tion was meant to revert to the 
prime minister and his cabinet. 
This was the case during the 
time of the Ivan Silayev minis-

I try of June to August 1991. 
The loss of his special powers 

' would have only marginally 
reduced his authority. He 
would have been able to exert 
his influence on cabinet 
appointments through rights 
guaranteed under the law on 
the presidency. If necessary he 
could also have resorted to 

decrees. 
But Mr Yeltsin was unwilling 

to relinquish his absolute con­
trol over legislation or work 
with a prime minister primari­
ly responsible to the Congress 
of People's Deputies. When he 
went to Russia's parliament in 
December 1992 he wanted to 
ensure that all legislation 
would essentially depend on 
his decrees. Or upon indivi­
duals such as Mr Yegor Gaidar 
whose sole strength was his 
support. 

Hence the vicious conflict 
with the congress last year. The 
result was the consequent 
agreement whereby a compro­
mise prime minister was 
appointed and the status quo 
maintained until a referendum 
could be conducted in March or 
April of 1993. It was a'compro-
mise both Mr Ruslan Khasbula-
tov, the speaker of the Supre­
me Soviet who represents a 
range of party interests and 
government lobbies, and Mr 
Valery Zorkin of the Constitu­
tional Court accepted. 

Mr Yeltsin promptly broke 
the spirit of the agreement. He 
reduced his "compromise 
prime minister" Mr Viktor 
Chernomyrdin to a cipher. 
Worse, he retained the unpopu­
lar coterie of the Gaidar minis­
try in the cabinet and proceed­
ed to create special institutions 
to control the media and fore­
ign policy — a federal informa­
tion centre and the inter­
departmental commission for 
foreign affairs. 

He planned the questions to 
be put to the proposed April 
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referendum with maximum 
benefit to himself. He set up a 
special team headed by his 
faithful supporters Messrs Gen-
nady Burbulis, Mikhail Poltara-
nin and Sergei Shakhrai to 
ensure a positive result from 
the referendum. It was suggest­
ed the pro-Yeltsin Democratic 
Russia movement and the 
research and propaganda unit 
RF-Politika conduct public opi­
nion campaigns on his behalf. 

The president then put it to 
parliament that it help in the 
organisation of the referen­
dum and rubber stamp its own 
emasculation. Since most of Mr 
Yeltsin's plans had leaked out 
after skilful snooping around 
the Kremlin by members of the 
anti-Yeltsin "Union for the 
Regeneration of Russia", Mr 
Khasbulatov objected and 
refused to allow a referendum 
in such circumstances. Mr Yelt­
sin then argued it was best to 
maintain the status quo and 
continue with his own style of 
presidential republic. 

For Mr Khasbulatov and his 
supporters this was the point of 
no return. Normally wily, Mr 
Yeltsin had clearly been out-
rightly deceitful, refusing to 
yield to parliament any sub­
stantial role in the governance 
of the country. Once again he 
appeared to have consolidated 
his position. 

The speaker appealed to a 
conference of local govern­

Constitution on the rocks 

ment representatives who met 
in Novosibirssk in late Febru­
ary to condemn the compromi­
se. It did. He also obtained a 
similar rebuttal of the presi­
dent's plans from the Supreme 

Soviet after Mr Yeltsin reject­
ed the recommendations of par­
liament's Ryabov and 
Mitiukov commissions. This 
happened although the former 
was substantially staffed by 
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moderates and had made enor­
mous concessions to presidenti­
al prerogative. 

Mr Khasbulatov then called 
the emergency session of the 
congress which cancelled the 
referendum. In addition it 
broke new ground by specifical­
ly making new budget provi­
sions dependent on parlia­
ment. It Stripped Mr Yeltsin of 
his special powers thereby 
enforcing its intentions of 
December. 

Mr Yeltsin consequently 
declared his "special rule" on 
Saturday night to preserve his 
authority. 

Presently, he is posing as the 
victimised democrat pursued 
by a communist dominated par­
liament. He is tactfully ignor­
ing the fact many of his oppon­
ents are centrists. Some, like 
Mr Arkady Volsky, are founder 
members of the Movement for 
Democratic Reforms, one of 
the main organisations that 
support him inside and outside 
parliament. Mr Yeltsin has stat­
ed that he will put his credenti­
als to the test on April 25 
through a referendum. 

Mr Yeltsin argument is that 
Russia's deputies are by and 
large corrupt. They represent 
the interests of local authorit­
ies and regional elites by the 
dozen all of whom form a privi­
leged and self-aggrandising 
closed shop. He has put it about 

that his opponents, like the 
ex-nomenklatura of such 
groups as the Communists of 
Russia and the "patriots" of 
the Russia and Fatherland par­
ties, are backward looking. 
According to him, they have 
plundered as the country suc­
cumbed to its own form of loot 
raj in the past year. Entrepre­
neurs of all nationalities have 
flouted all government regula­
tions in search of mega-profits. 

The president has put all the 
corruption and incompetence 
in Russia at the door of parlia­
ment, including misuse of cen­
tral bank note-issue. He has 
ignored the fact this occurred 
under the dispensation of his 
special powers. He has also 
ignored the corrupt practices 
of his "special representa­
tives" are notorious. 

Mr Yeltsin has called for elec­
tions to a constituent assembly 
should he be successful in his 
referendum and the disband­
ing of his present "communist" 
parliament. He is aware this 
would discredit a number of 
the skilled administrators and 
politically minded entrepre­
neurs and managers who are 
associated with the congress 
and the local Soviets. But he 
has assumed his own sup­
porters will take over from 
them. 

In this Mr Yeltsin has ignor­
ed that his course will hand con­
stitution making and parlia­
mentary government to incom­
petent yes men. The admitted­
ly committed professionals of 
the Democratic Russia move­
ment, parliament's main pro-
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Yeltsin faction, are hardly suffi-' 
cient to take over the governan­
ce of Russia tomorrow. The' 
administrative confusion that' 
would follow such purge and 
restructuring, in the economic 
chaos of today, would be dis­
astrous. After all, the presi­
dent's own writ hardly runs any­
where day to day. 

Regrettably, Mr Clinton and 
the West are lending their sup­
port to such schemes. They will 
have to bear a substantial part 
of the blame if Mr Yeltsin 
achieves his present narrow 
ends. Their sympathy and possi­
bly covert material support 
will give the president the gum­
ption to withstand impeach­
ment measures and to deal 
with potential rivals, including 
his vice-president. Mr Yeltsin 
is almost certainly likely to 
triumph in the referendum: 
The turnout however is likely 
to be poor because of an inevita­
ble boycott by local authorities! 

Fortunately, Mr Yeltsin is 
more aware than his sup­
porters in Washington that the 
next few weeks, as well as Rus­
sia's future, will be unpleasant 
if he takes a hard line on his 
Saturday decrees. 

On Wednesday he began to 
amend his regulations to 
accord with what was consider­
ed "constitutional" by the Con­
stitutional Court on Tuesday. 
Centrists and moderates in par­
liament, meanwhile, are also 
urging compromise. Hopefully 
all this will lead to a solution to 
the crisis. The alternative is tur­
moil which Mr Yeltsin's coun­
try can ill afford. 
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As a tax-payer you do not have a better 

Savings instrument than the National 

Savings Certificate to reduce your 

tax-burden substantially. In National 

Savings Certificate, total tax-

benefit u/s 88, is 35.82%; spread 

over a period of six years. In any 

other comparable Scheme the tax-

benefit is limited to only 20%. In 

addition, accrued interest qualifies 

for deduction from taxable income u/s 80L. 

Your investment more than doubles in 

six years. The rate of simple interest 

will go up from 12.4% in the 

first year to 22.4% in the sixth year. 

The rates for the second, third, fourth 

& fifth years are 13.9%, 15.6%, 

17.5% and 19.7% respectively. 

The rate of interest in National 

Savings Certificate is fully 

guaranteed. And the Government 

of India behind you, your savings are 

totally secure. 
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35.82% 
of the investment 

Rate of Interest 

12.4% 

22.4% 

On a National Savings Certificate of 

Rs. 10,000 actual tax-benefit u/s 88, during 

the first, second, third, fourth, fifth and 

sixth years will be Rs. 2000, Rs. 248, 

Rs. 278, Rs. 312, Rs. 358 and Rs. 394. 

Total tax-benefit in six years will be 

Rs. 3582. On National Savings 

Certificate of other denominations, 

proportional tax-relief will be available. 

Duplicate certificate can be obtained in case 

of loss, theft, mutilation or destruction 

National Savings Certificates are available 

in denominations of Rs. 100, Rs. 500, 

Rs. 1000, Rs. 5000 and Rs. 10,000. 

There is no upper limit of investment. 

National Savings Certificate can 

be purchased by an individual, jointly 

by two individuals, a Company, 

a Corporation, a Trust, a Society 

(other than a Co-operative Society). 

There is provision for making 

nomination. Services of small savings 

agents are available. 

National Savings Certificate (vm) 
Available in all departmental Post Offices 

For details, please write in post card to : 

Director, Small Savings, 

Writers' Buildings, Calcutta -1. 

Directorate of Small Savings 

Govt of West Bengal 


